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Lawson’s Logs 

At a Glance 
 
March 10 
Career & Wellness 
Fair 2009 at the 
Bessemer Civic 
Center, 9:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. 

FREE HEALTH 
SCREENINGS 

 
Cougar Baseball 
Home Game. LSSC 
vs. L.B. Wallace at 
1:30 p.m.  
 
March 13 
Cougar Baseball 
Home Game. LSSC 
vs. Calhoun at  
1:00 p.m.  
 
Last day to withdraw 
without academic 
penalty 
 
March 14 
Cougar Baseball 
Home Game. LSSC 
vs. Calhoun at  
12:00 p.m.  
 
March 16 - 18 
Duty Days for 12-
month personnel 
 
March 16 - 20 

Spring Break Spring Break 

(Faculty and (Faculty and   

Students)Students)  
 
March 17 
Cougar Baseball 
Home Game. LSSC 
vs. Chattahoochee 
Valley at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 

 

continued 

Cougar Chronicle E-NEWS March 6, 2009 

Linking Partners for Community Advancement The Office of Public Relations 

coordinated the Inaugural meeting of the Greater Bessemer Community Forum on       

Wednesday, March 4 at 7:30 a.m. in the Ethel Hall Auditorium on the Bessemer Campus. The 

event featured breakfast dining for those in attendance as well as an opportunity to connect the 

many networks of the Bessemer community. Much like the Western Quarterly Forum hosted 

in Birmingham, the Greater Bessemer Community Forum provided opportunity for             

participants in open discussion to address areas of concern in order to advance education, civic 

and cultural affairs to the greater Bessemer area. Jefferson County Commissioner Bobby 

Humphryes was featured as the guest speaker and provided updates on topics of interest     

relative to the County such as the Jefferson County Sewer Dept. Mr. Humphryes provided a 

brief description of the Chapter 9 Bankruptcy filing that stands before the Commission as one 

of its few solutions. Dr. Ward also provided a Presidential Review spotlighting the Allied 

Health Building proposal that is to be submitted to the new Obama Administration soon. The 

proposal is endorsed by Commissioner Humphryes.  
 

18 Miles of Jefferson Countyõs Beauty Red Mountain Park Executive Director, Mr. 

David Dionne, reviewed a draft of the master plan summary for the largest philanthropic con-

servation gift in the history of the state of Alabama at a Special Western Quarterly Forum on 

Thursday, February 19. The event, All You Ever Wanted to Know About Red Mountain Park, 

was held in the Ward Building Technology Theatre and was filled to capacity with curious 

and excited members of the community. Mr. Dionne offered stories of those who lived and 

worked among the wilderness of Red Mountain in the centuries past and answered questions 

about the park and its establishment, area and how it will effect the community. Mr. Dionne, a 

Maryland native, is recognized for his leadership in trails management and has been appointed 

to many national committees and panels. ñOur goal is to provide a park that you cannot imag-

ine living without,ò explained Mr. Dionne. ñWe want this to be the first place you bring your 

visitors when they visit our city.ò 
 

Free Income Tax Prep at LSCC Itôs tax time! And for those searching for help      
Lawson State has good news! The collegeôs Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) site, is 

offering free tax assistance in the preparation of basic state and federal forms for low-income 

and elderly taxpayers. Trained volunteers can help those in need with special credits, such as 

Earned Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, and Credit for the Elderly for which many may 

qualify. Weôre also offering services for tax disputes through the Low-Income Taxpayer 

Clinic (LITC) Program and free electronic filings (e-filing) for taxpayers to receive refunds in 

as few as 10 days if deposited directly into their account. Taxpayers should compile and bring 

the necessary forms for filing, including all wage and earning statements (Form W-2), all   

interest statements (Form 1099-INT), copies of social security cards for themselves and their 

dependents, and any other relevant information about income and expenses.  No appointment 

is needed to visit the VITA site. The tax sessions are scheduled on March 7, 28; and April 4, 

from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., in the A. G. Gaston Building, Multi-Purpose Room (208)  on the 

Birmingham, East Campus. Ms. Alfreda King, Business Instructor, is the VITA site            

coordinator.  For more information, call (205) 929-6460 or email aking@lawsonstate.edu. 

 

Fiscal Fitness Sharon Williams, Davida Terry, Janice Upshaw, and Denise Jones, were all 

in attendance and on location in the Bessemer Campus Cafeteria on February 16 in order to 

kick off the Financial Aid Awareness Week that ran from Monday, February 16 until Friday, 

February 20. These dedicated members of Financial Services were there to lend a helping 

hand, along with their knowledge and brochures to all students who had questions regarding 

the multiple Financial Aid, Scholarships, and many other tuition programs available 

at Lawson State. The awareness week was brought to a close in the Thelma Catlin Auditorium 

on the Birmingham West Campus where students were given a wrap-up of the information 

provided during the week as well as a question and answer session hosted by Mrs. Cassandra 

Matthews-Byrd, Dr. Cynthia Anthony and VP Sharon Crews . Thanks to all the faculty and 

staff that helped to make this awareness effort successful!     
 

Television Celeb visits LSCC Lawson State hosted the Birmingham Public Library 

Boardôs retreat in the auditorium of the Ward Technology Building on January 21. Invited to 

address the Board as key note speaker was none other than Mr. Thom Gossom, Jr. a former 

Auburn football player, NFL pro and actor. Most remember Gossom for the role he played as 

Ted Marcus on the hit show In the Heat of the Night. You may also recall Gossom from his 

appearances in the 2003 sequel to Jeepers Creepers and Fight Club; as well as guest roles in 

episodes of Cold Case, CSI and Boston Legal among many others. Gossom is a Birmingham 

native that is no stranger to our public library system.                                   Over for more... 



TV Celeb visits LSCC continued... Mr. Gossom regaled the audience with a nostalgic 

story of his past when his mother took him to check out his first library book. The theme of 

his speech can most likely be described as optimism and inspiration. He urged the Board to 

ñnever lessen the service providedò but to boost moral each day explaining that all plights 

have a beginning, middle and end. ñWe really enjoyed having a chance to meet him and hear 

him speak. Heôs such a gifted speaker,ò said Interim Director Pam Lyons. In 2004, Gossom 

founded Best Gurl Entertainment, a production company out of Santa Monica, California. 

Now a producer of film, television, corporate video and communication programs,               

Mr. Gossom has done plenty to make the Birmingham community proud. 

 

Service, Education, Progress... Lawson Stateôs Beta Alpha Upsilon Chapter of Phi 

Beta Lambda conducted its Installation and Induction Ceremony on Tuesday, March 3 in the 

A.G. Gaston Auditorium. Mr. Gregory Wilson, Adjunct Instructor, gave attendees an          

Inspirational speech to those in attendance before 31 Lawson State students were inducted 

during the Candle Light Ceremony. 

 

Briefly speakingé. Brighter Futures for Young Contractors Lawson State and the 

University of Alabama at Birmingham are partners with the Wachovia Foundation in a       

Saturday program for 35 high school students. The goal of the program is to grow minority 

contractors in the building construction trades...  Hybrid Scholars Lawson State is now a   

Regional Center for the National Alternative Fuels Training Consortium.  The transportation 

classes focus on hybrid vehicles...  Setting CASE Training Precedent Lawson State is an 

ASE Certified Training Provider of Continuing Automotive Service Education (CASE).  The 

college joins other CASE training programs such as Lexus, Chrysler, and Honda.  We are the 

only community college in the U.S. to achieve this certification...  LSCC Highlighted in 

Congressional Report The National Science Foundation (NSF) is featuring Lawson State 

Community College's Automated Manufacturing Program in their report to                         

Congress. Equipment for the Automated Manufacturing Program was purchased through an 

NSF grant. Instructors, Nancy Wilson and Donnell Perry received training on the automated 

manufacturing line and are also certified by the Manufacturing Skill Standard Council to teach 

automated manufacturing courses... LSCC on TV  The Toyota T-10 program was one of the 

programs featured on On the Job, a production of AIDT (Alabama Industrial  Development 

Training) broadcasted Sunday, February 15 at 12:30 p.m. on Alabama Public Television (APT

-TV). Past shows, including the feature on Lawson's plumbing department, can be viewed at 

www.onthejobtv.org.  

Healthy Conversation The scheduled book talk with author Kris Ernstine, Th. D. was 

modified rather smartly when the author could not attend on February 18. The Learning       

Resource Center took advantage of the opportunity to conduct an open discussion with       

students regarding ñThe Dilemma of Being An African American Male in The New            

Millenniumò in accordance with Mr. Ernstineôs book title. Instructor, Shelly Millender and 

Police Chief Walter Williams lead the discussion making reference to oneôs own personal   

accountability, keeping yourself ñin checkò and managing your role in society. Kudos to LRC 

as well as Millender and Williams for making the necessary changes to bring benefit to the 

students present for the book talk. 
 

Cougar Sports Scene The Lady Cougars basketball team concluded the season on the 

road. An even conference mark was good enough for a #5 seed in the Conference tournament 

at Wallace State Hanceville. In the first round game, the Lady Cougars defeated LBW     

Community College 56-50. The second round was not as successful for the squad as they were 

defeated by eventual Conference champion Shelton State Community College 74-60. The 

Lady Cougars conclude the season with a winning record at 16-12. Hats off to the Lady    

Cougars on a great season! The Cougar Menôs  team ended the regular season on a good note 
with a 32 point defeat of Northwest Shoals Community College, 82-50. The Cougars went 

into the tournament with a 15-13 season record. In the first round of the tournament, the    

Cougars defeated LBW Community College 70-56. The Cougars will next take on              

Enterprise-Ozark Community College. That game is slated for an 11:00 am tipoff on Friday, 

March 6.  
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Lawson’s Logs 

At a Glance 
 
 
March 23 
Classes Resume 
 
March 26 
Pell Disbursement 
 
April 1 
NLN Workshop, 8:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m., 
ACATT Auditorium  
 
April 16 
Annual ñRip the  
Runwayò Fashion 
Show, 7:00 p.m.,  
Arthur Shores Fine 
Arts Bldg.  
 
April 17 
Last day to withdraw 
from classes 
 
May 9 
Commencement  
Exercises 
 
May 10 

Motherõs Day 
 
May 25 
Memorial Day  
Observance  
(School Closed/ 
State  
Holiday)  

In an effort to explain the cause of the Jefferson County 

Sewer debt, Commissioner Bobby Humphryes addresses 

the audience at the inaugural meeting of the Greater Besse-

mer Community Forum on Wednesday, March 4 at 7:30 

a.m. in the Ethel Hall Auditorium on the Bessemer Campus.           

ñI  support the bankruptcy filing,ò explained Humphryes. 

ñThis will mean bankruptcy filing for the Jefferson County 

Sewer Department, not the county as a whole. 

The Alum Search  

is Still On  

The PR/CA Office is  

seeking to identify and/or 

locate notable Lawson 

State alum to be  

featured in newspapers,        

magazines as well as on the 

Notable Alumni and  

Student Success Story  

section of the ACCS  

website. Forward  

correspondence to   

gabright@lawsonstate.edu   

or give us a call at the PR 

House (205) 929-6315. 

http://mail.lawsonstate.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.onthejobtv.org

