
Campus News Line... 
Lawson’s Logs 

At a Glance 
 

January 19 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day (State 
Holiday) School 
Closed 
 
MLK, Jr. Birthday  
Celebration  
Breakfast,  
Birmingham Civic 
Center at 6:00 a.m. 
(RSVP necessary, contact 
PR/CA for info) 
 
January 20 
Classes Resume 
 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars vs.  
Shelton State, 5:30 
p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

  

44th Presidential 44th Presidential   

Inauguration       Inauguration       

Simulcast,          Simulcast,          

Bessemer Campus Bessemer Campus 

Cafeteria,            Cafeteria,            

Birmingham      Birmingham      

Campus Gym   Campus Gym   

10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.  
 
January 24 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars vs. Bevill 
State-Jasper, 7:00 
p.m. 
 
January 26 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars at Bevill 
State-Fayette, 5:30 
p.m. &  7:00 p.m. 
 
January 29 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars vs.  
Northwest Shoals, 
5:30 p.m. & 7:30 
p.m. 
 

February 2 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars v.   
Gadsden State, 
5:30 p.m. & 7:30 
p.m. 
 

 
 
 

continued 
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Visions of the Future / Reflections of the Past The Department of Student 

Services will host a 44th Presidential Inauguration Presentation January 20 in the        

Cafeteria on the Bessemer Campus and in the Gymnasium on the Birmingham      

Campus. There will be an Inaugural Program at 10:00 a.m. featuring a live simulcast 

of the Capitol Building as President Elect Barack Obama takes the Official Oath. This 

will be an historical event that no person in the Lawson State family should miss. 

Lawson State leads the way in Alternative Fuels Training “The only school 

in Alabama nationally certified for alternative fuels training” was the lead-in for the 

FOX E-Report (FOX 6 TV) on January 7 featuring Lawson State’s Alabama Center 

for Automotive Excellence (ACAE).  The College recently became the newest     

member of the National Alternative Fuels Training Consortium (NAFTC), a national 

leader in promoting America’s dependence on foreign oil.  The NAFTC is the only 

nationwide alternative fuel vehicle and advanced technology vehicle training           

organization in the United States. There are 38 programs nationwide and Lawson 

State’s ACAE offers the only program in Alabama. “Dr. Ward and the college are to 

be congratulated with his initiative to move this program forward in the state,” said 

Mark Bentley, Executive Director of the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition.  “Lawson 

State will be able to provide training to fleets, municipalities and to promote the use of 

alternative fuels.” Tommy Hobbs, Business and Industry Liaison, accepted the 

NAFTC membership plaque on  behalf of the college this past December. The        

segment can be accessed at www.myfoxal.com under As Seen on TV. Kudos to 

Hobbs, Bentley and Berryman, Director of the ACAE!  

E3 4 Life...As is customary, Lawson State faculty, staff and administration gathered 

on January 5 in the Ward Technology Building for Spring Professional Development 

Workshops. President Ward addressed the Lawson State family providing a state of 

the college as well as inspiration and instruction for coping with statewide pro ration 

this year. Divisional updates were given by Administration and Student Services as 

well as Instructional Services regarding new admissions requirements and Quality              

Enhancement Plan (QEP) support. The concept of quality enhancement is at the heart 

of the COC SACS philosophy of accreditation.  Each institution seeking renewal of 

accreditation is required to develop a QEP. The QEP describes a carefully designed 

and focused course of action that addresses a well-defined topic or issue (s) related to 

enhancing student learning. E3 4 Life, meaning to engage, empower and equip our  

students and ourselves for a lifetime is our plan for enhancement. Lawson State      

personnel were given an opportunity to join QEP Committees and attain more         

information on The Freshman Academy course, PSY100. The faculty and staff were 

also given instruction for use of the Cougar Alert emergency alert system as well as 

updates regarding the college’s wireless communication network and email changes. 

The afternoon was devoted to training sessions that covered ethics, Blackboard, stress 

busters and priority management. Thanks to all the faculty and staff that helped to 

make this a successful in service!     

Blue and Gold and Green... The Lawson State Police Department is going 

Green with the introduction of new electric club cars to replace the cruisers formally 

used for our safety and security.  Over for more... 

Transportation Department Chair, Tom 

Berryman, and Business and Industry     

Liaison, Tommy Hobbs host Mark     

Bentley, Executive Director of the Alabama 

Clean Fuels Coalition and FOX 6 Reporter, 

Ronda Robinson, during their visit to our 

National Alternative Fuel Training Center 

on the Bessemer campus on January 7. 

https://mail.lawsonstate.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.myfoxal.com/


Blue and Gold and Green continued... “The cars will reduce harmful emissions 
into the atmosphere and will save money for the college by lowering fuel costs since 

they are electric,” said Police Chief Walter Williams who provided information      

regarding the new electric car. The cars are charged by automatic,                               

computer-controlled 48 volt DC, 17 amps. With self adjusting steering and 550lb 

cargo capacity. These cars may be small, but cannot be underestimated.  They are          

classic blue with gold accent stripes and will be outfitted with Lawson State logos 

soon. Be sure to give a cheerful thanks for to Lawson State Officers for helping our 

college stay ahead of the “Green” curve. Our planet certainly needs it. 

 

Curbing admissions fraud A new policy aimed at keeping illegal immigrants from 

enrolling in Alabama two-year colleges has required extra paperwork and training for 

campus admissions officials and given a slight headache to at least a few prospective 

students. Students enrolled at the time the policy was enacted this Fall don't have to 

show identification when registering for a new semester. The policy applies to        

students enrolling to get a diploma, college credit or certain certifications. People  

signing up for adult education courses, including English as a second language, are not 

required to show ID. Students applying for admission must provide one of eight forms 

of primary ID, such as an unexpired driver’s license. Or they can provide two          

secondary forms of ID, such as a Social Security card, as long as one of the IDs      

includes a     photograph. Students registering for online courses for credit are also   

required to    provide ID. They can even mail notarized copies of their ID to the      

college. Also for the first time, international students must provide a copy of an       

unexpired visa as well as meet transcript requirements. 
 

People making newsé. Mr. Jeff Sweatmon, ACR Instructor, has been nominated 

for the American Technical Education Association’s 2009 Outstanding Technical 

Teacher Award. The Award will be presented at the National Conference on Technical 

Education in Chattanooga, Tennessee this March. Congratulations Mr. Sweatmon! 
 

Briefly speakingé. Corporate Services Business and Industry Liaison, Mr. 

Tommy Hobbs is pleased to announce that Lawson State Corporate Services received 

membership on January 7 in the Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association.  

Kudos to Corporate Services!   Alum Search Still On  The PR/CA Office is still 

seeking to identify  notable members of the Lawson State family (employees, students, 

community members and alums) to be featured in the Chronicle. Forward               

correspondence to  Public Relations and Community Affairs Director, Ms. Geri      

Albright at (205) 929-6315 or galbright@lawsonstate.edu.  
 

Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerceõs Communiqu® é For information on  

the City of Bessemer’s Christmas parade winners, business development, upcoming 

events and the 87th Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet at the Bessemer Civic 

Center, check out The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerceôs Communiqu®.  
 

Cougar Sports Scene é If you haven't’ been to a basketball game this year, you’re 

missing out. The Cougar Ladies are 11-6 (1-1 in conference) and the Men are 10-6    

(2-1 in conference). Come out and support your fantastic Cougars! 

Campus News Line... 

Brenda Thomas assists students during Spring           

registration in the gymnasium of the Arthur Shores Fine 

Arts Building on January 7. “It’s really important that we 

keep smiles on our faces so that students having a       

difficult time registering don’t become too stressed. They 

look to us for guidance during registration and I love    

being able to help,” said Thomas. 

For more on these and other stories visit  
http://www.lawsonstate.edu/welcome/pr06/cougar_chronicle.html 

Lawson State Police Sergeant Albert Duff smiles 

proudly before a new electric      patrol vehicle. “We’ll 

have LSCC panels on it pretty soon. They’re great               

economically and I’m already quite      comfortable driv-

ing it,” said Duff on   January 7 when asked how he 

likes the change in transportation. 

Lawson’s Logs 

At a Glance 
 
February 5 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars v. Wallace 
Hanceville 5:30 p.m. & 
7:30 p.m. 
 
February 9 
Last Day to withdraw 
and receive partial  
refund 
 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars at Snead 
State in Boaz, AL, 
5:30 p.m. &  7:30 p.m. 
 
February 12 
Menôs Basketball 
Game, Cougars v. 
Marion Military,  
7:00 p.m. 
 
February 14 
Menôs Basketball 
Game, Cougars at  
Bevill State-Jasper,  
7:30 p.m. 
 
February 16 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars at  
Shelton State in  
Tuscaloosa, AL,  
5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
 
February 21 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars at  
Gadsden State,  
5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
 
February 23 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars v. Bevill 
State-Fayette,  
5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
 
February 26 
Basketball Game, 
Cougars at Northwest 
-Shoals, in Muscle 
Shoals, AL,  
5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
 
March 6 
Mid-term Progress 
Reports due 
 
March 16 - 20 
Spring Break (Faculty 
and Students) 


